
 
Plagiarism quiz 2B 

 
Original Source 
 
The joker in the European pack was Italy. For a time, hopes were entertained 
of her as a force against Germany, but these disappeared under Mussolini. In 
1935 Italy made a belated attempt to participate in the scramble for Africa by 
invading Ethiopia. It was clearly a breach of the covenant of the League of 
Nations for one of its members to attack another. France and Great Britain, the 
Mediterranean powers, and the African powers were bound to take the lead 
against Italy at the league. But they did so feebly and half-heartedly because 
they did not want to alienate a possible ally against Germany. The result was 
the worst possible: the league failed to check aggression, Ethiopia lost her 
independence, and Italy was alienated after all ( J. M. Roberts, History of the 
World. New York: Knopf, 1976, p. 845). 
 
Version B 
Italy was the joker in the European deck. Under Mussolini in 1935, she made a 
belated attempt to participate in the scramble for Africa by invading Ethiopia. 
As J.M. Roberts points out, this violated the covenant of the League of Nations 
(Roberts, 845). But France and Britain, not wanting to alienate a possible ally 
against Germany, put up only feeble and half-hearted opposition to the 
Ethiopian adventure. The outcome, as Roberts observes, was "the worst 
possible: the league failed to check aggression, Ethiopia lost her 
independence, and Italy was alienated after all" (Roberts, p. 845). 
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